
Pandora Park Community Garden Invasive and Aggressive Plant List 
 
Differences between plants considered invasive and aggressive, here's details: 
 
Aggressive plants tend to take over and spread in a garden setting. Invasive plants establish can itself in the wild and 
disrupt the native ecosystem. Most "aggressive" plants can be grown in a community garden setting as long as steps 
are taken to control their spread. Plants considered “invasive” in BC should not be grown in a community garden or 
home garden as they can spread to areas outside the garden and cause harm. 
 
Invasive Plants (Should not be planted) 
 
Blackberry (sp. Himalayan) 
Morning Glory ssp. 
English Ivy 
Scotch Broom 
Raspberries (in the context of the community garden) 
 
More info on Invasive species and a list of common invasive wild plants in BC can be found at the Greater Vancouver 
Invasive Plant Council (GVIPC) Website at: http://www.gvipc.ca 
 
Potentially Aggressive Plants (Can be planted - with care) 
 
Basil ssp. 
Bee Balm 
Borage 
Comfrey 
Costmary 
Chinese Lantern 
Fennel 
Horseradish 

Lemon Balm 
Lily of the Valley 
Mint ssp. 
Oregano 
St. Johnswort 
Sage 
Sweet Woodruff 
Tansy

 
  
In the case of desirable or beneficial "aggressive" plants that tend to be spread by runners or roots (e.g. Mint, Oregano, 
Basil, Horseradish, Sage, Lemon Balm) the spread of the plant can be controlled somewhat by planting within the 
confines of a container/pot ( min 10-12" deep) with the bottom cut out and/or planted at outer edges of plots, away from 
borders of adjoining plots. 
 
For info on safely growing plants that spread by runners etc., see: http://bit.ly/9BBhLI 
 
In the case of desirable/beneficial plants that propagate by seed like Fennel, Comfrey & Borage the spread can be 
controlled somewhat by controlling height of the plants and planting away from borders to adjoining plots to somewhat 
minimize the distance that the wind will spread seeds. 
 
Comfrey is quite useful in the garden (+ is also great for sore muscles) so perhaps we could keep It to fenceline/border 
areas away from adjoining plots to control spread of seeds. For more on Comfrey see: http://bit.ly/1oVFDK   
 
Fennel is a big problem in that it's allelopathic (it retards growth of plants it grows near) and owing to height, disperses 
seeds over a large area so, perhaps it would be best if we suggested it be planted only at fencelines (Along with 
comfrey) If anyone wants it in the garden. 
 
Perhaps our best approach may be to simply make sure that garden members are familiar with ways to safely plant 
potentially aggressive plants in their plot or plant them in border areas as Ian suggested instead of prohibiting specific 
plants. 


