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This year marked our fourth growing season, and I think it’s easy to see how the 
garden has settled in to the park and to the neighbourhood.  
 

Thank You! 
 

The garden is always as beautiful as it is because of the huge number of volunteers we have, and to 

them, a huge thank you! 

 

Our Executive this year worked hard making sure things ran smoothly behind the scenes: Carol Wood 

(President), Kate Follington (Vice-President), Jo-Anne Platt (Secretary), Ava Murphy (Treasurer), and 

our Members-at-Large Irwin Figueira, Tanya St. John, Beth Falch-Nielson, Hilary Bourdon, Cari Green, 

Ann Daskal. There is quite a bit of management that goes into keeping the garden running smoothly, 

and we really appreciate the time these gardeners took to make that happen.  

 

Special thanks need to go to Jo-Anne Platt, Turi Thomas and Hilary Bourdon for keeping the bees happy 

all year long; to Kate Follington who made our gorgeous new gate project a reality; Florence Ewanchuk 

for tending the compost; Ian Marcuse, Irwin Figueira, Jason Woodall and Tim Darvell for making the 

Green Shed dream come alive; and everyone else who’s put in some time for the common good.  

 

Special thanks also to the Hastings North Community Partners Group, who generously gave us a chunk 

of funding for the shed. Without their help, as well as the many community volunteers who have 

donated their skills, it wouldn’t have gotten as far as it has today.  

 

Also thank you to our wonderful neighbour Andy, who voluntarily dug, planted and maintained our 

exterior gardens. He has also donated fruit trees to us, and we are very lucky to have him in our 

community. 

 

If anyone has been left off this list, it’s certainly not intentional. There are quiet volunteers who stir the 

compost, weed the paths, pick up garbage, and tidy the shed. Your work is noticed and appreciated. 

Thank you to everyone – we really couldn’t do it without you. 

 

    
 

    



 

Who We Are 
 

Statistics as of summer 2013 

Total Plots: 66 
CSO/Organization Plots: Hastings Elementary School, Kiwassa Neighbourhood House, Raincity Housing, 

Longhouse United Church, Kettle Housing Society (2), Grandview Woodlands Mental Health Team = 7 
Accessible Plots = 4 large, divided between 8 gardeners 
New Gardeners this season: 13 
 

Don’t forget we have a wordpress website (http://pandoraparkgarden.wordpress.com) and a flickr 

photo group (http://www.flickr.com/photos/gwfc/sets/72157623712240807), which are accessible to 

all of us for uploading.  

 

    
 

 

Committees 
 

We set up committees when we started out, but we are always looking for help with the work involved. 

Decisions in the garden are overseen by a few committees, which have continued to function in varying 

degrees of activity. In general, larger decisions are run through the executive committee, and if it’s felt 

to be necessary, they are put to the general membership over email or occasionally in a meeting. If you 

or anyone outside the garden has any questions about how our little volunteer society is run, don’t 

hesitate to write to the gmail address, or the president directly.  

 

Membership Committee 

Composition: Cari Green, Carol Wood, Karen Berry, Cheryl Stapleton and Hilary Bourdon 

 

� Wait List: 

# of people on wait list: 75, up from 62 last year 

# of current gardeners waiting to "upgrade" to larger plots: 4 

� email to get on the waitlist: pandoraparkcommunitygarden@gmail.com  

� new gardeners this year: 13 

� plot offers sent in the spring 2013: 32 

 

The committee was more disciplined this year about enforcing deadlines, which has made a difference 

to the look of the garden – well done committee! There’s still more work to be done, but we’re getting 

better systems.  



 

Bee Keeping 

Composition: Jo-Anne Platt & Turi Thomas (beekeeping) and Hilary Bourdon & Willie Turner (bee 

gardens) 

From Jo-Anne: “Here we are, mid-way through our third year of having bees in the garden. The most 

exciting development since last year's update is that the wonderful new enclosure has been built and 

moving the hives went incredibly well. The bees are very happy in their new home and the garden can 

rest easy knowing that hive tampering is a thing of the past. 

 

Like last year, the hive was split in two this spring to prevent swarming but again, the bees had minds 

of their own and swarmed anyway. It's a compliment when they do as it means they are super healthy 

- healthy enough to send the old queen and half their population off to spread their genetics. This year 

we connected with the Vancouver swarm list and a lovely couple from New Westminster came out to 

get them and they are now living on an acreage just outside of the city limits. 

 

Both hives are doing well but because of the swarming, everything in the swarmed hive has been 

backed up by a month. It appears that we will need to feed the smaller hive this year in preparation for 

winter. Last fall we ended up having to merge the two hives back together, but I'm feeling confident 

that our two hives will each survive the winter. The only unfortunate news is that due to the swarming 

and some lackluster egg laying, there will not be a honey harvest this year. 

 

A million bee thanks to the garden for their continued support in this endeavour, Turi for all her 

immense help with inspections, and Hilary and Willie for all their amazing bee loving gardening!” 

 

     
 

 
 



 

Green Shed Committee 

Composition: Ian Marcuse, Irwin Figueira, Tim Darvell 

From Ian: “The shed is moving ahead. Thanks to everyone who have put much time and energy into it. 

The framing is complete and we hope to complete the roof soon, but with holidays and all we are a bit 

behind. Ideally we will be able to close it in with doors this early fall and complete a living roof and final 

finishing after this, though the living wall will have to wait until the spring unfortunately at this stage.” 

 

We have done everything so far with a minimum of expenses and a maximum of volunteer labour. 

Keeping skilled tradespeople on board to help out has been a challenge – many thanks to Ann’s 

neighbour Ditmar for helping us get the push on this latest step. If people are willing to help, we might 

be able to move faster – get in touch if you can help organize and move this forward. 

 

 

   
 

    

                       
 

 

Maintenance Committee 

Composition: we need members! 

We set the dates for the work parties at the meeting in February, and then designated folks to take 

care of each work party. This worked really well – we should try to do this again for the fall.  



 

Executive Committee 

Composition: Carol Wood (President), Kate Follington (Vice-President), Jo-Anne Platt (Secretary), Ava 

Murphy (Treasurer), and our Members-at-Large Irwin Figueira, Tanya St. John, Beth Falch-Nielson, 

Hilary Bourdon, Cari Green, Ann Daskal. 

 

The Executive Committee only met once this year, but made most of our decisions over email. We dealt 

with issues such as insurance, conflict resolution, community relations, budgeting, communications, and 

questions from other gardens.  

 

Finance Committee 

Composition: Ava Murphy, Carol Wood 

The Financial report will be presented separately at the AGM. This isn’t so much of a committee, and all 

significant financial decisions have been put through the Executive. If anyone’s interested in dealing 

with finances, the committee could expand! 

 

 

Our Place in the Community 
 

We are continuing to work to have a presence in the network of community organizations here in the 

neighbourhood. We have continued to offer organizations plots for gardening, and we are proud to have 

garden plots for: Disabled Independent Gardeners Association, Kiwassa Neighbourhood House, Hastings 

Elementary School, Kettle Friendship Society, Raincity Housing, the Grandview Woodlands Mental 

Health team and the Longhouse United Church. 

 

We had a presence at the Pandora Park Harvest Festival in the fall of 2012, and we had an information 

table at the Hastings Sunrise Summer Kickoff on July 9th once again. Carol has represented the garden 

at meetings of the Hastings North Community Partners Group, and our network of gardeners has 

become an important place to find out about local community events. Currently, we’re exploring 

networking with the Hastings Sunrise Community Food Network Coordinator, and the coordinator of the 

Hastings North Temporary Community Garden (next to London Drugs).  

 

 
Carol and Melinda chat with Florence at the garden vegetable contest table at the Harvest Festival, 

September 15, 2012. 

 

 
Vegetable contest winners 


