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Our third growing season already! The Garden has settled itself into the consciousness 
of the neighbourhood, and we have admirers from many streets around. We can all be 

proud of everything we’ve accomplished over these few years. Maintaining a 
community garden is like gardening itself, in that sometimes it’s more work than you 

think, but it’s always worth it in the end! 
 

 

Thank You! 
 

We could not have made it as far as we have without the valuable input of innumerable volunteers and 

gardeners who have put in their own time. Some of us do it because we like to be busy, some of us do 

it because it’s our social network, some of us really do enjoy all the work – regardless of your 

motivation, thank you! 

 

Our Executive this year worked hard making sure things ran smoothly behind the scenes: Carol Wood 

(President), Barry Londry (Vice-President), Kate Vincent (Secretary), Ava Murphy (Treasurer), and our 

Members-at-Large Cari Green, Nikki Haselberger, Kate Follington, Hilary Bourdon, Turi Thomas, Rachel 

Garrick, Tim Darvell. There is quite a bit of management that goes into keeping the garden running 

smoothly, and we really appreciate the time these gardeners took to make that happen.  

 

Special thanks also need to go to Jo-Anne Platt and Hilary Bourdon for keeping the bees happy all year 

long, to Kate Follington who has worked on our new gate project, Florence Ewanchuk for tending the 

compost, Ian Marcuse, Colin Firth, Barry Londry, Toni Glick and Tim Darvell for keeping the Green Shed 

dream alive, Melissa Anema for coordinating the soil amender delivery, all the great DIGA volunteers 

and everyone else who’s put in some time for the common good.  

 

And thank you to our anonymous neighbour, who secretly planted all around the outside of our garden, 

using money from his own pocket, to make our rudimentary fence lovelier. He can be seen occasionally 

maintaining his work, and it has really added to the rooted feeling of the garden.  

 

If anyone has been left off this list, it’s certainly not intentional. There are quiet volunteers who stir the 

compost, weed the paths, pick up garbage, and tidy the shed. Your work is noticed and appreciated. 

Thank you to everyone – we really couldn’t do it without you. 

 

 

     
 



 

Who We Are 
 

Statistics as of spring 2012 

Total Plots: 66 
CSO/Organization Plots: Hastings Elementary School, Kiwassa Neighbourhood House, Raincity Housing, 

Longhouse United Church, Kettle Housing Society (2), Grandview Woodlands Mental Health Team = 7 
Accessible Plots = 4 large, divided between 8 gardeners 
New Gardeners this season: 11 
 

Don’t forget we have a wordpress website (http://pandoraparkgarden.wordpress.com) and a flickr 

photo group (http://www.flickr.com/photos/gwfc/sets/72157623712240807), which are accessible to 

all of us for uploading. Our online presence could definitely be improved, if anyone felt like taking that 

on for the upcoming year. Please post any good garden photos you have – it’s always so nice to see 

them.  

 

Our googlegroup email list had some modifications this year, making it harder to inadvertently send out 

messages to the group. As with any community, there are bumps in communication that needed to be 

worked out, but we have weathered the storm and learned from our mistakes.  

 

 

    
 

 

Committees 
 

We set up committees when we started out, but we are always looking for help with the work involved. 

Decisions in the garden are overseen by a few committees, which have continued to function in varying 

degrees of activity. In general, larger decisions are run through the executive committee, and if it’s felt 

to be necessary, they are put to the general membership over email or occasionally in a meeting. If you 

or anyone outside the garden has any questions about how our little volunteer society is run, don’t 

hesitate to write to the gmail address, or the president directly.  

 

Membership Committee – 

Composition: Nikki Haselberger, Darcy Boyd, Cari Green, with help from Ava Murphy and Carol Wood 

 

Wait List: 

# of people on wait list: 62, up from 35 last year 

# of current gardeners waiting to "upgrade" to larger plots: 2 

email to get on the waitlist: pandoraparkcommunitygarden@gmail.com  

 

We were a bit slow off the mark this year in plot renewals, which then delayed the allocation process. 

We ask people to get back to us promptly to tell us if they’ll be gardening again, and the longer that 

takes, the slower the allocation process is. Membership volunteers spent many hours this spring 



following up with gardeners, and moving down the waitlist for allocations. Thank you Nikki, Cari and 

Ava! The good news is we were able to clear the “upgrade” list, and turn over 11 plots to new 

gardeners.  

 

We can be proud of adding another organizational plot to the garden, the Grandview Woodlands Mental 

Health Team. It means our wonderful garden is a safe place where community organizations can extend 

the good work they do with people in the neighbourhood. It’s good for us all to remember that there 

are people with challenges in the garden, and to treat each other gently. 

 

This committee is going to continue to work on making sure that all the plots are being used effectively. 

As we have seen this year, it is frustrating for people on the wait list or conscientious gardeners to see 

plots that are under-tended or empty. We will be working on ways to make sure that gardeners know 

when they need to take action in their plot, and when maybe it’s time to admit that it’s more work than 

they thought it would be…  

 

Bee Keeping  – July update from Jo-Anne Platt 

Composition: Jo-Anne Platt, Hilary Bourdon 

 

 

Green Shed Committee 

Composition: Ian Marcuse, Barry Londry, Colin Firth, Toni Glick, Tim Darvell 

We are waiting for the engineer to finalize drawings. It is taking longer than expected, but will hopefully 

be done soon. As for finances we have some money – about 2/3 of what we need for the budget, 

through a Community Small Grants Project through the Hastings North Community Partners Group. We 

are checking with Concert Properties, and BOSA Developers – any other ideas for new funding would be 

great. London Drugs turned us down. Members also need to know that they will really need to step up 

and help with labour. Hopefully we can start sometime this summer fall. As soon as we hear from the 

engineer we can start planning for pouring the slab. The first thing we will need help on is digging the 

foundation and prep and all. The re/design (we have had to make modifications) looks awesome. 

 

Maintenance Committee 

Composition: Toni Glick, Turi Thomas, Kate Follington 

We have had only two work parties this year, with the idea that we’re saving our energy for upcoming 

projects, and there are many! The first project is moving bee enclosure east. The ground is being 

cleaned and prepared for the expansion to two full hives and we can always use people to make that 

ready. The other project coming up is the Green Shed. As well, the new welded gate made out of old 

tools is in the works.  

 

Executive Committee 

Composition: Carol Wood, Barry Londry, Kate Vincent, Ava Murphy, Cari Green, Nikki Haselberger, 

Kate Follington, Hilary Bourdon, Turi Thomas, Rachel Garrick, Tim Darvell 

 

The Executive Committee only met once this year, using mostly email to deal with issues such as 

insurance, conflict resolution, community relations, budgeting, communications, and the changing of 

signing officers. We also only scheduled one general garden meeting to deal with issues in the spring.  

 

Finance Committee 

Composition: Ava Murphy, Carol Wood 

The Financial report will be presented separately at the AGM. This isn’t so much of a committee, and all 

significant financial decisions have been put through the Executive. If anyone’s interested in dealing 

with finances, the committee could expand! 

 



         
 

 

Our Place in the Community 
 

We are continuing to work to have a presence in the network of community organizations here in the 

neighbourhood. We have continued to offer organizations plots for gardening, and we are proud to have 

garden plots for: Disabled Independent Gardeners Association, Kiwassa Neighbourhood House, Hastings 

Elementary School, Kettle Friendship Society, Raincity Housing, the Grandview Woodlands Mental 

Health team and the Longhouse United Church. 

 

Hastings Community School worked with the Environmental Youth Alliance this year, and their Grade 

Four Class made mason bee houses out of milk cartons, and apparently took real pride in their little 

plot. EYA produced a video, which is on its You Tube channel, called Hastings Elementary Garden Gab: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1r4s5fIow6A&list=UU1ELY3CUnG4x30oVv18CCpg&index=1&feature

=plcp.  

 

We had a presence at the Pandora Park Harvest Festival in the fall of 2011, and we had an information 

table at the Hastings Sunrise Summer Kickoff on July 7th once again. Carol has represented the garden 

at meetings of the Hastings North Community Partners Group, and our network of gardeners has 

become an important place to find out about local community events.  

 

   
 

 



The Garden Grows More Than Plants… 
 

As many of us know, our garden is not just a place to put seeds in the ground. We asked people for 

quotes on how the garden had an impact on their lives. These lines are the most eloquent expression of 

why a community garden is so important. 

 

Our plot has become a family project, outdoor learning center, organic grocer and playground. The 

garden has given our family an outside space, one we otherwise would not have living in an apartment 

in the city. Having access to the garden has given my husband and I the opportunity to pass down 

traditional knowledge that we learned as children from our parents and grandparents as well as invent 

new and creative gardens further inspiring our own children. 

 

"Work is the crabgrass in the lawn of life" but gardening at Pandora is a pleasure even if it's just pulling 

weeds. This year I planted some seeds directly into my plot and much to my surprise they did okay...I 

hope I can thin out as well as my radishes & beets! 

 

 

    
 

 


