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Our second year of existence, and it sure seems like we’ve been around for longer! The perennials have 

settled in, there are familiar faces and names, and we’re having our second AGM. Congratulations 

everyone on a beautiful, lush, second year! 

 

 

Thank You! 
 

We could not have made it as far as we have without the invaluable input of innumerable volunteers 

and gardeners who have put in their own time. Some of us do it because we like to be busy, some of us 

do it because it’s our social network, some of us really do enjoy all the work – regardless of your 

motivation, thank you! 

 

Our Executive this year worked hard on some of the background issues: Carol Wood (President), Barry 

Londry (Vice-President), Rachel Garrick (Secretary and Acting Treasurer), Tamara Letkeman 

(Treasurer), and our Members-at-Large Karen Berry, Hilary Bourdon, Adrian Burrus, Kate Follington, 

Nikki Haselberger, Turi Thomas, Kate Vincent, and Jason Woodall. There is quite a bit of management 

that goes into keeping the garden running smoothly, and we really appreciate the time these gardeners 

took to make that happen.  

 

Special thanks also go to Ian Marcuse for advancing the Green Shed Project, Jason Woodall for building 

and repairing all the bits and pieces, all the DIGA volunteers for keeping the accessible plots looking 

gorgeous, Rachel Garrick for stepping in as Acting Treasurer, Nikki Haselberger for taking over 

Membership Coordination duties, Jo-Anne Platt for spearheading the bee initiative, Kate Follington for 

propelling the new gate, Florence Ewanchuk for tending the compost, and Hilary Bourdon for basically 

volunteering to help out with absolutely everything!  

 

If anyone has been left off this list, it’s certainly not intentional. There are quiet volunteers who stir the 

compost, weed the paths, pick up garbage, and tidy the shed. Your work is noticed and appreciated. 

Thank you to everyone – we really couldn’t do it without you. 

 

 

Who We Are 
 

Statistics as of spring 2011 

Total Plots: 66 
CSO/Organization Plots: Hastings Elementary School, Kiwassa Neighbourhood House, Raincity Housing, 

Longhouse United Church, Kettle Housing Society (2) = 6 
Accessible Plots = 4 large, divided between 8 gardeners 
New Gardeners this season: 9 
 

With the advent of our googlegroup, all of us were able to talk to each other, and it did start to feel like 

we were all connected beyond the fences of the garden itself. We have a wordpress website 

(http://pandoraparkgarden.wordpress.com) and a flickr photo group 

(http://www.flickr.com/photos/gwfc/sets/72157623712240807), all online tools to stay connected with 

goings-on. It has been good to see people using our group to announce other events related to 

gardening and the community – it’s important we stay connected to the community at large. 

 

 

Committees 
 

We have many functioning committees, but we are always looking for help with the work involved. 

Please let us know if you’d like to help out. 

 

Membership Committee – July Update from Nikki Haselberger 

Composition: Nikki Haselberger, Darcy Boyd, Cari Green 

 



Wait List: 

# of people on wait list: 35 

# of current gardeners waiting to "upgrade" to larger plots: 3 

Plot Allocation Process: 

The wait list is ordered in chronological order only. For the initial plot allocation, we did calculate "plot 

points" based on participation/attendance at work parties and meetings. However, the board decided at 

a previous meeting that, now that the garden membership is full, it would be unfair to expect/require 

non-gardeners on the wait list to contribute at work parties. Additionally, it is simply too onerous to 

calculate participation and family size for plot allocation and prioritization. Therefore, new gardeners on 

the wait list are offered the smaller plots as they become available, and have the ability to request an 

upgrade to a larger plot once they become active garden members. 

 

Existing gardeners in small plots who have previously requested an "upgrade" in plot size to the 

membership committee will be offered larger plots when they become available. This is also based 

chronologically on date of request. 

 

The only groups receiving wait list priority currently are community organizations. This is because more 

people will be accessing single plots run by CSOs through group care taking, providing more 

opportunities for community members to garden. We also want to facilitate collaboration between 

community service organizations and our garden. Lastly, we used to have 7 CSOs and now have only 6 

CSOs, so in order to maintain originally intended ratios of CSO plots to individual plots, it makes sense 

to prioritize CSOs. 

 

Email account: 

Nikki Haselberger has been maintaining the pandoraparkcommunitygarden@gmail.com email account, 

which has been the primary communication tool between the membership committee and prospective 

gardeners. 

 

Critter/Bee Committee – July update from Jo-Anne Platt 

Composition: Jo-Anne Platt, Hilary Bourdon, Tim Darvell, Scott Henderson,  

 

This year the bees came home to the garden! A fabulous enclosure was built and after a very late 

evening move-in of the bees on June 11th, they've settled in amazingly well. The weather when they 

first arrived was very wet and grey which necessitated feeding them sugar syrup during their first few 

weeks, but with the arrival of wonderful hot and sunny summer weather, syrup feeding has stopped 

and they are now extremely busy bees. 

 

There is a lot of traffic going in and out of the hive well into early evening. Fellow gardeners have 

reported seeing the honey bees pollinating in their plots and every opportunity is taken to chat with 

everyone, introduce them to the hive and answer questions. 

 

Three inspections have been done since they arrived and all three went very well. The bees have been 

extremely calm and patient, and each inspection has shown great progress in egg laying, larvae growth 

and honey production. 

 

The possibility of an orchard for the garden is an exciting one and having a garden hive can only been a 

boon. Also, a small workshop is being held in the garden at the end of July on how to bring bees to your 

backyard. 

 

Thanks to Tim for building the bees such a wonderful enclosure, and thanks to Hilary for being such a 

wonderful and enthusiastic assistant! 

 

Green Shed Committee 

Composition: Ian Marcuse, Elise Young, Bryce Larkin, Carol Wood, Catherine Jordan, Colin Firth, 

Dustin Pirillo, Janet Ashdown 

 

Ian Marcuse will give an update at the Annual General Meeting.  

 



Maintenance Committee 

Composition: Toni Glick, Turi Thomas, Ian Marcuse, Kate Follington 

 

The Maintenance Committee organized nearly a dozen work parties to clean the paths, clean up the 

common area, install bark mulch, and just generally keep everything going. We successfully installed a 

sprinkler system in the DIGA plots. This is what the Metal box on the North West water post near the 

common area is. Two of the DIGA Plots are starting to fall apart, and have been temporarily repaired. 

These plots will be replaced next year with the rectangular style next year. 

 

Executive Committee 

Composition: Carol Wood, Barry Londry, Adrian Burrus, Kate Vincent, Tamara Letkeman, Nicole 

Haselberger, Rachel Garrick, Jason Woodall, Turi Thomas, Kate Follington, Hilary, Rebecca Kostamo 

 

The Executive Committee met twice this year, dealing with issues such as insurance, signage, policies, 

conflict resolution, and the changing of signing officers. Many of the decisions were made over email, 

without meeting, making participation easier. The administrative part of the garden has a good start, 

but more energy will be needed to put all the policies in place.  

 

Finance Committee 

The Financial report will be presented separately at the AGM. We are in need of a Treasurer and then a 

Finance Committee! In the meantime, the Executive has made decisions on finances this year.  

 

 

Our Place in the Community 
 

We are continuing to work to have a presence in the network of community organizations here in the 

neighbourhood. We have continued to offer organizations plots for gardening, and we are proud to have 

garden plots for: Disabled Independent Gardeners Association, Kiwassa Neighbourhood House, Kettle 

Friendship Society, Raincity Housing, and the Longhouse United Church. 

 

We have helped out at the concession for two movie events during the Meaningful Movies series at St. 

David’s church, and we had an information table at the Hastings Sunrise Summer Kickoff on July 9th 

once again.  

 

 

The Garden Grows More Than Plants… 
 

We asked people for quotes on how the garden had an impact on their lives. These lines are the most 

eloquent expression of why a community garden is so important. 

 

From the Kettle Friendship Society: “The group last year really got into gardening and two of the 

folks commented that it was the highlight of their whole year, giving them hope and a feeling of 

peace and a sense of worth! Thanks to you and all the others who make this community garden 

possible! It is providing healing and a doorway into grace for many folks in our program.” 

 

The garden gives me peace of mind and solace in a busy urban environment. It gives me social 

contacts with friends of common interest. Opens a window of beauty and lets me wonder about 

the bounty of nature. 

 

There are some cracks opening up in this paved city. In one of those cracks the Pandora Park 

garden likes to grow. This place of natural beauty is a place where people can be healed by 

fostering a connection with each other, the plants, and the Earth. I wish many more of us will 

gather there to contribute our time and energy in order to allow this garden to flourish, and our 

hearts to grow strong. 

 

The garden has been a space of peace, tranquility, learning, life, and new connections. The 

garden has aided in my feeling of groundedness in a world that is rapidly changing and seems to 



always have its pedal to the metal. The garden has introduced me to many wonderful, inspiring, 

and intelligent friends who have shared thoughts about travels, music, dance, food, and 

sustainability. The garden has been an amazing place to sample new and familiar tastes, smells, 

and sounds. I feel that the garden has redefined the connection I have with our neighbourhood, 

a connection seeded deeper in its soil, with appreciation for its fresh air, sunshine, and even 

rain. I thank everyone who has invited me to be a part of this incredible place, and thank you all 

for your hard work!! 

 

The garden gave me a place to grow things after finding out I could only have 2 plants on my 

apartment patio. But, the friends I have gained have been very special. We at DIGA have 

become quite close with the work parties and coffee or some food afterwards. We always have a 

good laugh and it's very nice getting to know all of you better. I've had a bonus as being part of 

the executive committee and getting to know them better also. The parties we have had and will 

have this summer are great. There is a cross section of people, but, with the bond of being 

gardeners I think we are all good down to earth people (pardon the pun). The gardens have also 

helped clean up the park. Not just cosmetically, but, also helping to discourage some users that 

maybe weren't so desirable by people just being in the garden. This year, the garden looks a lot 

more mature and like it's been here for awhile now. Thank you DIGA and in particular thank you 

Betty. You and DIGA have been extremely generous in all you do for us. The garden has 

changed me from someone who knew nothing about gardening to someone who sounds like he 

knows a little now. It's been a blast and I always look forward to going to the gardens. Sorry for 

going on so much. It just means a lot to me. 

 

 

 

 

 
 


